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in his purchasing privileges, considering that such a
step might permanently impair his health. Food condi-
tions are not particularly rosy in the Soviet Union
generally and are even worse in prison. Some of the
republics forbid the keeping of a criminal in an indi-
vidual cell for isolation purposes more than seven days.
There is a large group of offences by prisoners which
authorities leave to be settled in the "Courts of Com-
rades'5 maintained by the prisoners themselves. These
courts first came into vogue in 1929 in a number of the
more progressive penal institutions. Today there is not
a prison in the Soviet Union that does not have such
a Comrades' Court,
THE prisoner's right to complain against officials is
jealously guarded by the Soviet correctional code. One
of the festering wrongs of the Czarist prisons was the
circumstance that any complaint against the authorities
was viewed in the light of insubordination and as an
incitement to rebellion. The Soviet government wel-
comes any suggestion from prisoners which may result
in some sort of benefit to the institution in question.
A handbook entitled "What Every Prisoner Should
Know" and likewise issued by the Commissariat of the
Interior, outlines the methods by which a prisoner may
gain relief from unjust treatment by his immediate
superiors. He may make a complaint against any one
connected with the prison administration and feel cer-
tain that the complaint will receive the fullest and